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Close Reading/Critical Thinking
NONFICTION: “Searching for the Titanic”
December 2020/ January 2021

Name:

Close-Reading Questions
“Searching for the Titanic”

1. What effect did the Titanic’s sinking have on the publicin 1912? Why are so many
people fascinated by the Titanic to this day? (cause and effect)

2. In the first section of the article and in the photo caption “Mysteries of the Deep,’
author Lauren Tarshis compares the deep sea to outer space. Why? (author’s craft)

3. What role did technology play in the discovery of the Titanic? (key ideas and details,
problem and solution)

4, Ballard did not know exactly where the Titanic’s wreck was located. How did he
overcome this problem? (problem and solution)

5. How did Robert Ballard’s and Jack Grimm’s quests to find the Titanic differ? (compare
and contrast)

©2020 BY SCHOLASTIC ING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. PERMISSION GRANTED 7O TEACHERS AND SUBSCRIBERS TO MAKE COPIES OF THIS FILE TO DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS,
SCHOLASTIC IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY EDITS TO THESE MATERIALS MADE BY EDUCATORS OR THEIR STUDENTS,



Close Reading/Critical Thinking
NONFICTION: “Searching for the Titanic”
December 2020/ January 2021

Name:

Critical-Thinking Questions

“Searching for the Titanic”

1. What does Ballard’s quest for the Titanic reveal about him as a person? Name three
character traits one might use to describe him.

2. Reread the caption titled “Titanic Treasures.” Do you think objects should have been
removed from the wreck of the Titanic?

3. Why do you think humans have a desire to explore the world, and in particular,
dangerous places like the deep sea?

©2020 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. PERMISSION GRANTED TO TEACHERS AND SUBSCRIBERS TO MAKE COPIES OF THIS FILE TO DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS.
SCHOLASTIC IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY EDITS TO THESE MATERIALS MADE BY EDUCATORS OR THEIR STUDENTS.



Choice Board
NONFICTION: “Searching for the Titanic”
December 2020

; IlSCHOLAST!C

A LWNQase .')' Fo  Commn p e

CHOICE BOARD

"SEARCHING FOR THE JITANIC

Journey to the deepest
depths of the ocean on this With at least one other
fascinating website: classmate, go to Scope Online
toread or listen to the
narrative nonfiction article Imagine you are a
Then create a 3-2-1 chart: “Vanished.” It details another journalist during the time
3 things you learned great mystgry Robert Ballard Rober.t B:flllard discovgred
2 things you recognize from is attempting to solve. Then the Titanic wreck. Write a
thearticla discuss: What do the Titanic newspaper article about
and Amelia Earhart’s plane the discovery.
have in common? Why do
Hunt for the answer to your people continue to be so
question and record it on interested in these stories?
your chart.

https://neal.fun/deep-sea/

1 question you have

At Scope Online, read the
debate “Would You Visit the
What challenges did Robert Titanic?” Then watch the
Ballard face in his quest to video “Save the Titanic with
find the Titanic? How did he Bob Ballard™:
overcome those challenges? || https://www.nationalgeograp | Record avideo of yourself
Answer both questions in a hic.org/media/save-titanic/ explaining how advancesin
well-organized essay. technology have helped
Support your ideas with Afterward, respond to the humans learn more about
text evidence. prompt at the end of the the deep ocean.
debate: Would you visit the
Note: This is the contest prompt that Titanic? Gather support for
appears at the end of the story. your opinion from the debate,
the video, and “Searching for
the Titanic.”

©2020 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. PERMISSION GRANTED TO TEACHERS AND SUBSCRIBERS TO MAKE COPIES OF THIS FILE TO DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS.
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MSCHOLASTIC Assessment-LL

NONFICTION
; December 2020/January 2021

Name:

Constructed-Response Questions

Directions: Write your answers in the space provided or use your own paper or document.

7. What role did Argo play in the discovery of the Titanic? Use text evidence from the article to
support your answer.

8. Support the following claim using text evidence: Lauren Tarshis expresses awe and wonder as
she writes about the deep sea.

©2020 BY SCHOLASTIC INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED, PERMISSION GRANTED TO TEACHERS AND SUBSCRIBERS TO MAKE COPIES OF THIS FILE TO DISTRIBUTE TO STUDENTS.
SCHOLASTIC 1S NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY EDITS TO THESE MATERIALS MADE BY EDUCATORS OR THEIR STUDENTS.
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Core Skills Workout: Text Structures
NONFICTION: “Searching for the Titanic”
December 2020/January 2021

Name:

“Text structure” is the term for how an author organizes information. Authors use different text
structures to achieve different purposes, and one piece of writing often has multiple text structures.

Common text structures are listed in the blue boxes on the right. Use
the information in these boxes to help you answer the questions below
about the text structures in “Searching for the Titanic”

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

» Description or List
: Includes details to help you

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

1 The first three paragraphs of the section “Frozen

: Terror use description. What is the author . pictureor get to know a
- describing? For what purpose? : © person, a place, a thing, or
: : . anidea

Txox ok e v o2 v E X X £ s v ¥ K oE ¥ ox o€ 4 e s ow o €

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

v Cause & E rt‘er i

. Explains why something
happened (cause) and what
happened as a result
(effect)

Sx v v s & e o v xomop g g b W ¥ orowo a8 o2 & % oxF

4% & & 8 ¥ ® &£ s v e & ¥ oE ¥ B o5 & 5 X A % € & & ¥ ¥ % X ¥ ¢ & & 3 B X ox oy ¢ ¢ ¢ K ¥ % £ & ¢t 5 ¢ & % R R s & 3 % % o2 ¥
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

X R X € & & X X X £ ¢ € ¢ & ¥ ¥ X B € ¥ & ¥ X E X 3 & » 8 X X %X ¢ & & o ¥ X ¥ ¥ & & & X ¥ ¥ % * & & ¥ X ¥X % & 2 5 ¥ v E f@?g}%}é@gﬁ&gggﬁ’%g@g’%
2 Circle the text structure the author usesin the : © Presents a problem and

- section “Other Dreams.’ - explains how it is solved

S e X x X X € v & m ox xR B oG 4 % 6 E E X £ 6 ¢ £ ¥ P

s ¢ s e 5 ¥ R ox & v 8 1 x ¥ K K 8 ¢ & X X K % x

compare/contrast  problem/solution . o
Compare & Contrast

- Explain how you know, using evidence from the : - Presents the similarities
" text : - and/or differences

: ' between two items, such
as a pair of events, time
periods, ideas, or places

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

W PR S B 3 3 ¥ e xR o 2 o2 % 5 & % oK 2 ¥ B L5 x

Sequence of Events
Describes events in the
order in which they
happen (also called
chronological order)

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
T T R S A T I T T T S S S S S S S S T A T
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xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

- 3. A. Which text structure does the author use in
- the section “Bomb Craters”?

B. Explain how you know. Use text evidence to
- support your answer.

€ rEox w e v s ow o wow ok v g

Eoe e e a X ox ok e % v v o oE OB X 8 ¢ 3 X E X ox o6 8 % & %X X ¥ ¢ 6 5 ¢ ¥ ¥ o8 £ ¢ ¢ o K ¥ % w

e s s s ox ox % o8 o4 e & ow ou %

Core Skills Workout: Text Structures
NONFICTION: “Searching for the Titanic”

December 2020/January 2021

S e e X B X X & v s & K X R ow ¢ 8 o K X % o% 6 ¢

Description or List
Includes details to help you
picture or get to know a
person, a place, a thing, or

- anidea

Troxow o4 s v s € v v E v osonom v v ovow £ s oxowon S

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Cause & Effect

Explains why something
happened (cause) and what
happened as a result

(effect)

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz

W@%E@m & Solution
Presents a problem and
explains how it is solved

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

L I T T

Compare & Contrast
Presents the similarities
and/or differences
between two items, such
as a pair of events, time

. periods, ideas, or places

Trixom o2y v v v omox ok v % oo b o ox B s v s o5 ow ¥

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

- Seguence of Events

Describes events in the
order in which they
happen (also called

: chronologlcal order)

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
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1.

2,

SCOPE

Name:

Assessment-HL
NONFICTION
December 2020/January 2021

“Searching for the Titanic” Quiz

Directions: Read “Searching for the Titanic.” Then answer the questions below.

Which line from the article helps explain
why the Titanic’s sinking was so
shocking?

A. “The submarines that existed in 1912
could not venture that far down.”

B. “Six hundred thousand dollars’ worth of
sonar and other borrowed equipment
plunged into the sea.”

C. “Built from the strongest steel, according
to the most modern designs, the Titanic
was said to be unsinkable.”

D. “Ballard became more determined to find
the wreck.”

It was difficult to find the wreck of the
Titanic because the ship had .
Choose TWO.

A. frozen

B. exploded

C. sunksodeep

D. drifted as it sank

Early submersibles were dangerous and
could remain underwater for only a few
hours at a time. How did Robert Ballard
solve this problem?
A. He joined millionaire Jack Grimm’s team
in its quest to find the Titanic.
B. He borrowed sonar equipment from the
U.S. Navy.
C. Heread survivors’ stories about the night
the Titanic sank,
D. He designed a remote-controlled
submersible.

4. Lauren Tarshis writes, “Ballard scoured

historical records until finally settling on
a 100-square-mile area to search.” In this
sentence, scour is used to mean
A. torub something hard in order to clean it.
B. to search through or examine something
closely in order to find something.
C. to discover something surprising or
unexpected.
D. to permit someone or something to enter.

5. Tarshis writes, “The Titanic’s crew had

been warned that icebergs lurked in the
ship’s path.” The word lurked

A. suggests that icebergs were abundant in
the Atlantic Ocean at that time.

B. tells readers that the ship was moving
with great speed.

C. implies that the icebergs were not easily
visible and posed a great threat to the
ship.

D. indicates that the crew could have avoided
the icebergs.

6. Which is a central idea of “Searching for

the Titanic”?
A. Money is the key to success.
B. Advances in technology can come with
risks.
C. The past is best forgotten.
D. Hard work and determination can pay off.
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